
»I did not want to spend my vacation there. It’s just rows and
rows and rows of these tiny cottages in a line. The streets are
made of sand, and it’s very sparse. There are telephone poles
and wires and a Dairy Queen, so what? (…) But I gave in and
fell in love with the place.«
Douglas Ljungkvist

Ocean Beach is more than a topographic study of a 1940’s
New Jersey beach resort. With his graphic, color sensitive, and
vernacular photographic voice, Douglas Ljungkvist produced
a body of work depicting a unique place in the American
landscape with strong yet quiet subtexts of time, memory,
and identity. Between 2009 and 2012, Ljungkvist had por-
trayed more than 60 cottages in Ocean Beach. He felt the pro-
ject was ready to publish. Then Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey
Shore and destroyed cottages that Ljungkvist had recently
photographed.

»For Ljungkvist, this project is an investigation of change, of the
hard fact that nothing lasts forever. It is also about beauty, sad
beauty, beauty gilded with impermanence. And time present
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and time past, a past that informs the future.«
Harvey Benge

Douglas Ljungkvist is a Brooklyn based fine art photographer
originally from Sweden. Most of his personal work explores
vernacular beauty. The process is intuitive and he is drawn to
scenes that are graphic, colorful, and quiet. Mood and atmos-
phere are important aspects to his work with subtexts of ti-
me, identity, and memory. 
He has exhibited at festivals and in galleries in the US and
Europe. The series Ocean Beach was winner at The New York
Photo Festival Invitational 2012 and was exhibited at Dumbo
Arts Festival and at New York Photo Festival in the same ye-
ar. In 2013 he was awarded the PDN Photo Annual.

www.douglasljungkvist.com
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Please note:

These photographs have been copyright cleared for worldwi-
de print and electronic reproduction in the context
of reviews of the books only. No more than THREE photo-
graphs plus the cover image from the selection can be used
in total – they are not to be used on the cover or cropped.

Time – past, present and future – seems frozen, museum-like, into dioramas or stage sets.
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